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Nuns Approved for 
Ohio Public Schools 


Roman Catholic nuns clad in the 
full regalia of their orders may teach 
in the public schools of Ohio, ac- 
cording to a ruling of Attorney Gen- 
eral William Saxbe. The ruling was 
announced Nov. 3, the day before 
election. 

As if to underscore the broad per- 
missiveness of the ruling, the attorney 
general not only authorized the nuns 
to teach in public schools, but speci- 
fically approved their “distinctive re- 
ligious garb” which “does not amount 


St. Maurice “Takes Over” 
At Fort Leonard Wood 


Dedication of the U. S. Infantry to its “patron” Saint Maurice (as de- 
scribed in June, 1958 issue of Church and State) is being pushed at Fort 
Leonard Wood in Missouri. The program is similar to the one initiated at Ft. 
Benning, Georgia, but is being advanced more ruthlessly. 





to... a teaching of religious doc- 
trine. .. .” The nuns must, however, 
be properly certified as teachers. 

The ruling directs the nuns not to 
teach sectarian religion in the classes, 
though it takes no cognizance of the 


(Continued on page 3) 
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Sister Vienney teaching in a Washington County, Ohio, public school. 


The St. Maurice project, which the 
Holy Name Society of the Roman 
Catholic Church has worked hard 
to popularize, was launched with a 
firm hand at Ft. Leonard Wood by 
Col. Franklin R. Sibert. Col. Sibert 
rejected the indignant protests of his 
men as well as the chaplains on the 
post as “bigotry.” The program could 
not be of a Roman Catholic charac- 
ter, he argued, because he himself 
was an Episcopalian. 


St. Maurice or Be Damned 


Col. Sibert lent the full power of 
his office as regimental commander 
to the promotion of St. Maurice. He 
had a large painting of the saint so 
placed as to dominate the Second 
Training Regiment Headquarters. 
Drawings of good St. Maurice in the 
form of large posters have been placed 
on display at many points. One of the 
soldiers at the installation said he 
thought at first that St. Maurice must 
be running for some political office 
because he saw so many of his cam- 
paign posters stuck everywhere. 

Col. Sibert himself proudly wears 
a religious medal of St. Maurice and 
has announced that he will provide 
one for any soldier who desires it. 

But this was only the beginning. 
Warming up to the program, Col. 
Sibert has seen to it that the men of 
his command will live and sleep under 
the shadow of St. Maurice. Wooden 


(Continued on page 5) 





11th Conference Information 
See Page 8 




















¢ Editorials ¢ 


What Is 
Natural Law? 


This phrase natural law or divine 
law which Roman Catholic clerics 
keep using—what does it mean? We 
answer, in a word, it means whatever 
the Roman Catholic clerics want it to 
mean. 

We note the phrase in the Denver 
Register’s reaction to the outcome of 
the recent battle for birth control 
therapy in New York’s public hospi- 
tals. In a high-level pronouncement 
the editor wrote: “All men of right 
principles know that contraception is 
a filthy crime against Christian mar- 
riage.” 

The statement is obviously false, a 
grotesque farce of words. But in or- 
der to buttress his impossible position 
the editor invokes “natural law.” In 
fact, probably because his cause is so 
desperate, he makes it “God’s natural 
law.” He declares: “Neither do sec- 
tarians have the right to declare inno- 
cent what is a serious sin against 
God’s natural law.” 

Here we are confronted with the as- 
sertion that the intelligent effort to 
avert the disastrous effects of unre- 
stricted breeding which contraception 
represents, is ruled out because it vio- 
lates God’s natural law. 

We caught the phrase, too, in the 
recent statement of the Catholic bish- 
ops on their denominations “right to 
teach.” This is what they said: “It is 
(the Catholic Church’s) right to teach 
those moral principles which flow 
from the natural law and the positive 
law of God, and which are binding 
upon all men.... 





Frank H. Yost 
(1894-1958) 


Internationally known leader of the 
Adventists; longtime editor of their ex- 
cellent magazine, Liberty, a journal de- 
voted to religious freedom; a trustee of 
POAU, one of its founders and its Cor- 
responding Secretary; able speaker, 
writer and indefatigable devotee of 
truth; successful husband and father— 
Dr. Yost passed away on Nov. 15 in Los 
Angeles. A scroll award for distin- 
guished service to the cause of religious 
liberty, which had long been planned, 
will be presented posthumously during 
the national conference of POAU in St. 
Louis, Feb. 9. 



















Stop, Look, Listen 


Here are clever semantics but they 
should not fool anyone. To paraphrase 
the bishops: “It is the right of our 
church to proclaim what is binding 
upon all men.” A little further on the 
bishops even claim that their church’s 
legislation constitutes “the moral gov- 
ernance of mankind.” What these men 
are talking about is not the right to 
teach at all, but the right to lay down 
the law to everybody. What they de- 
cree is not a denominational rule, but 
“God’s law,” and why so? Because 
they say so. 

The cry of “natural law” affords 
Catholic clerics a convenient way of 
halting arguments which they are 
bound to lose. “Remember the 
Maine!” was the cry which ended all 
serious discussion of the Spanish- 
American War. Natural law is a com- 
parable device for priests hard-pressed 
to defend insupportable views. It is 
even better than that. What is natural 
law? It is the shibboleth which clothes 
untenable positions with undebatable 
sanctity. 


+ 


The Expatriate 
Prelates 


The Christian Century praised 
POAU, “that useful organization,” for 
its declaration that Cardinals Spell- 
man (of New York) and McIntyre 
(of Los Angeles) have relinquished 
their American citizenship by “voting 
in a foreign state,” i.e., for the elec- 
tion of Giovanni XXIII as sovereign 
of Vatican State. The Century adds: 
“We hope POAU will press its point 
and test the legality of the Cardinals’ 
action in the appropriate court.” 

POAU would like to carry through 
with this matter. We are not at all 
discouraged by the State Depart- 
ment’s ruling that the election of John 
XXIII as ruler of Vatican state was 
only “incidental” to his position as 
spiritual sovereign of Catholics 
throughout the world. Since the State 
Department’s ruling contravenes the 
plain language of the law, it would 
hardly be binding on any state or Fed- 
eral court. 

But to get status in court on an 
issue of this kind is exceedingly diffi- 
cult. It seems almost impossible to 
penetrate the wall of special privilege 
which the Department labors to build 
around Roman Catholic clerics. There 
are only a few situations appropriate 
to a challenge and all would require 


cooperation of local individuals or 
groups. One situation would be that 
of the voting booth. Local citizens 
may yet wish to challenge the validity 
of the votes cast by these cardinals 
in future elections. 


Rigors of the Road 


Yet it is doubtful whether even a 
group of local citizens could show a 
special interest (beyond that of a tax- 
payer) that would be necessary to 
carry the issue beyond the committee 
at the polls into court. A defeated 
candidate, one presumably voted 
against by the expatriates in question, 
would be an excellent prospect to in- 
itiate the challenge. He would have 
the special interest in the case which 
would give him status in court. 

It may be that such a candidate 
with a close interest in the civil issue 
here at stake, can be discovered. The 
issue is important. Are we creating a 
specially privileged group beyond 
American civil law? Or is this law to 
apply equally to all citizens? 

Are 4000 little people to be pun- 
ished while two cardinals violate the 
law with impunity? 

Remember that the violation in 
both cases was identical. It was sim- 
ply “going home to vote.” 





Joseph V. Aguiar, Jr., can- 
didate on a church-subsidy 
platform in Fall River, Mass., 
ran fourth in a field of seven 
where the top two were 
elected. 
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NEWS From Jar and Near 


@ After the recent electoral victory of the Catholic party in Belgium, it 
has obtained an agreement from the other two parties that Catholic schools 
will receive a 60% allotment of funds, state schools will devote two hours a 
week to religious instruction, and the government will provide pensions for 
parochial school teachers. This will presumably be incorporated into the law 
by the next session of Parliament. 


@ In East Germany, crucifixes were restored in public schools 
after Roman Catholic parents kept their children home in protest. 


@ In January, the Catholic Party of Switzerland, although it lacked a 
majority in the legislature, got its man into the presidency of the Confedera- 
tion. In September, the Canton of Geneva increased the share of income taxes 
allocated to the churches. In November, a new tax was imposed on business 
firms in the Canton of Grisons for their benefit. In the same month, the 
Catholic party convention demanded a repeal of the federal constitutional 
provision banning Jesuits and forbidding new Catholic convents and the es- 
tablishment of diplomatic relations with the Vatican. 


@ The government-supported Greek Orthodox Church held its 
assembly in Athens. The Greek Prime Minister said that Greece 
would continue to “do everything possible to assist the Church in 
its high mission.” 


@ At Kansas City’s Reformation Sunday rally, Rev. John A. Mackay, 
Vice President of POAU, urged “restoration of accepted truths to their 
rightful place.” He commented that the “two great totalitarian systems of 
our time, Communism and Romanism, put severe limits upon freedom.” 

At Boston, at a similar service Dr. Paul Lee Sturgis, Executive Secretary 
of the Massachusetts Baptist Convention asked Protestants to “look with 
disfavor upon any groups that seek public support for parochial schools, 
whether Protestant or Catholic.” 


@ The Ancient Order of Hibernians protested failure of the U. S. 
State Department to fly the flag at half staff upon the death of the 
Pope, who was “not only the spiritual leader of 500,000,000 Cath- 
olics but was also the head of Vatican State.” The Canadian Protes- 
tant League condemned a government order requiring flags to be 
flown at half mast as “singling out one religious denomination 
among many for special honors and quasi-official recognition.” 


@ Last month, the Syrian Ministry of Education forbade the teaching 
to youngsters in private schools of the country of any religion other than that 
of their birth, even if their parents authorize it. 


@ In Italy, Rolando Scharoli was jailed for eight months for “pub- 
licly insulting the Pope.” 


@ Pope John XXIII told 500 newsmen that in all the reports about the 
secret conclave at which he was elected, “I didn’t find two lines of truth.” He 
warned them to “hold truth sacred.” 


@ The annual Convent of the Dispersed Evangelical Churches in 
the East, meeting at Koenigsfeld, Germany decided that the ex- 
pulsion by Poles of Protestants from former German eastern areas 
“marked the severest blow Protestantism has received since the 
Counter-Reformation.” Of the 3,000,000 German Evangelical mem- 
bers there, only 1/30 have been permitted to remain. 


@ At Halloween, several Catholic priests, informed by Father Francis 
McGarry of Hartland, Wisconsin, that 19 of the American committee mem- 
bers of the UN children’s fund (UNICEF) had Communist affiliations, 
forbade their parochial school children to participate in “trick or treat” fund- 
raising for its benefit. 


@ When ascetic, Maryknoll-trained Ngo Dinh Diem set up his 
separate government in South Vietnam, 700,000 of North Vietnam’s 
1,200,000 Roman Catholics mass-migrated to his domain. Last 
month, five Catholic priests were expelled from North Vietnam, 
accused of attacking the Communist-backed government of that 
zone. 
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Ohio Nuns 


(Continued from page 1) 


solemn vows the nuns have taken to 
do that very thing. 


Captive Schools in Ohio 


The inquiry as to the legality of the 
nun teachers originated in Washing- 
ton County and was propounded to 
the attorney general’s office by the 
local prosecutor, Randall Metcalf. 
POAU records indicate that there are 
now about 50 nuns on the pay roll 
in Ohio public schools. Most of them 
are in Washington, Putnam, Mercer, 
Seneca, Noble, Auglaize and Allen 
counties. 


POAU information also indicates 
that all the characteristic features of 
captive schools are prevalent in these 
situations. The nuns not only appear 
in the public school classrooms in 
their denominational garb but while 
there do teach their denominational 
doctrines. In all captive school situ- 
ations the garb and the teaching have 
invariably gone together. 


“Repudiate Law” 


Calling attention to the great 
weight of decisions in American law 
against the nun teachers and the kind 
of sectarian schools they invariably 
create, POAU has condemned the rul- 
ing as that of “a politically minded 
official who has chosen to repudiate 
both law and community custom in 
this matter.” 


The attorney general’s ruling has 
already stirred a storm of angry pro- 
test which is widely reflected in the 
press of the state. POAU’s educational 
consultant, Dr. William A. Cook, vis- 
ited Ohio and consulted with local 
leaders immediately after the ruling 
was announced. 


Inter-creedal tensions may mount 
dangerously due to the ruling which 
opens the way for Catholic nuns to 
penetrate public schools in an in- 
creasing number of communities. 





Have you read... 


If the U.S. Becomes 
51% Catholic! 


5c each, 100 for $2.00 


Protestants and Other Americans United for 
Separation of Church and State 
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Discrimination Charged 
in Chaplain Promotions 


Ugly charges of discrimination are 
being muttered around the Pentagon 
these days in connection with the 
most recent batch of chaplain promo- 
tions. The problems of the chaplains 
came under full glare surveillance last 
summer when, for no one knew quite 
what reason, the three chiefs of the 
armed services chaplains all came up 
Roman Catholic. 

Through the retirement of Chap- 
lain (Major General) Patrick J. 
Ryan, one Protestant chief has gotten 
back into the picture. He is Chaplain 
(Brig. Gen.) Frank A. Tobey. The 
two other Roman Catholic chiefs will 
continue in office at least four years, 
possibly eight. 

(It is curious that the Jews have 
never had a chief, or a deputy chief, 
or even a division chief.) All this 
prompted a closer look at chaplain 
promotions. In the Navy it was an- 
nounced that among senior command- 
ers, 17 were in the “promotion zone” 
to be considered by the selection 
board for captain. 


Few Called, Many Chosen 


Of those in the “zone”; six were 
Catholic and 11 Protestant. (Cath- 
olic chaplains number one-fourth of 
the Corps). The selection board chose 
five Catholics and two Protestants. 
That is, of six Catholic priests avail- 
able, five were promoted and one 
passed over. (The sixth, Father Kelly, 
is a reservist). Of 11 Protestant min- 
isters, two were promoted and nine 
passed over. 

Who arranged these promotions? 
The chairman of the selection board 
was the chief of the Navy Chaplains 
Corps, Father George A. Rosso, who, 
it is reported, went right after what he 
wanted and held the selections up un- 
til he had his way. 

The last three Rear Admirals 
named in the Corps have all been 
Roman Catholic. Also, the first and 
only chaplain in the history of the 
Corps ever named to the three-star 
rank of Vice-Admiral is a Catholic 
monsignor—Maurice S. Sheehy. Fa- 
ther Sheehy had spent only six years 
on active duty. His other fourteen 
years had been spent as a reserve offi- 
cer, subject to short summer tours of 
duty. The promotion was personally 
made by Admiral Arleigh Burke, 
chief of Naval Operations, who hap- 
pens to be Roman Catholic. 
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Caring for His Own 


When Father Sheehy vacated his 
billet as Rear Admiral in the reserve, 
it was announced that only two cap- 
tains had kept up their active duty 
tours to a point where they could be 
considered. One was a Roman Cath- 
olic priest, the other a Protestant min- 
ister. The plum went to the priest, 
Father William J. Collins. 

Who put over Father Collins? The 
Secretary of the Navy received some 
inquiries on the subject. He has 
stated in reply that the sole chaplain 
available to serve on the selection 
board had been a Roman Catholic. 
All other members had been line of- 
ficers whose religious affiliation was 
not noted. Who was this sole Roman 
Catholic chaplain? He was the chief 
of the Corps, Father George A. Rosso. 

When Chaplain Tobey became 
Army chief, the deputy chief had to 
be selected from half a dozen top 
colonels. Only one was a Catholic, Fa- 
ther William Moran. Who got the 
job? Father William Moran. Because 
of the Tobey precedent, it is expected 
that Catholic Action will now con- 
centrate on getting a permanent brig- 
adier rating for Father Moran. If this 
move is successful, Moran will be a 
sure bet to succeed Tobey as chief 
for the simple reason that, with his 
seniority, there would be nothing else 
to do with him. With Moran as chief 
the occupancy of the three top chap- 
lain jobs would be restored to the 
Roman Catholic Church. 


New Day in the Chaplaincy 


For many years the Catholic 
Church had trouble filling its billets 
in the chaplains corps. The reason: 
bishops who suffered from a shortage 
of clergy were reluctant to send able 
young priests into military service. 

When Cardinal Spellman was ap- 
pointed by the Pope as head of the 
Military Ordinariate, he changed all 
that. The cardinal let it be known that 
he would help in getting favors from 
Rome only those bishops who assigned 
their best young priests to his office 
for the chaplaincy. 

Now the Catholic billets are being 
filled. Catholic chaplains who show 
promise are being kept in the chap- 
laincy so that their seniority may 
carry them up the promotional ladder. 
Once in the top posts these men use 
their power to promote their fellow 
priests and to discourage Protestant 
influence in the armed services. 


* 





The Law 


in Action 











A report from Little Rock indicates 
that among the private schools which 
have been recipients of the $172 per 
annum “scholarships” awarded to stu- 
dents displaced by the school closings 
there, are three church schools. 

* * * 

A ruling by the Attorney General 
of Illinois declares that local school 
boards may include children attend- 
ing private schools in a program of 
public nursing service, without violat- 
ing constitutional or statutory provi- 
sions. 

x * * 

The Virginia Baptist General Asso- 
ciation at its 1958 sessions voted a 
strong resolution disapproving the Bi- 
ble-teaching program as it is being 
carried on in Virginia’s public schools. 

* * * 

At Russell, Mass., the school com- 
mittee ruled in favor of “released 
time” religious education, reversing a 
previous decision. But it also provided 
that the issue must be voted on every 
year hereafter. 

* * *x 


San Diego’s city attorney has ruled 
out religious services on city-owned 
property. His opinion conflicts with 
that of Los Angeles’ legal officer and 
will ban San Diego’s traditional 
Thanksgiving, Easter and Christmas 
services in public parks. The Council 
of Churches is seeking a reversal. 

* * * 

Bingo was legalized in New York 
City in the recent elections, also in 
Buffalo, Elmira, Johnstown, Kingston, 
Plattsburgh, Schenectady, and Syra- 
cuse. It was defeated in Niagara Falls, 
Southport and Troy. An amendment 
authorizing such games under reli- 
gious auspices was also adopted in 
Nebraska and Colorado. 

. 2 © 


A delegation of Rabbis protested 
to the New York Postmaster against 
a regulation requiring new employees 
to agree that they would perform 
work assignments on “Fridays, Satur- 
days, Sundays and holidays.” The 
rabbis insist it deprives devout sab- 
batarian Jews of their livelihood. 

a 


In New York, Ben Troeger, a build- 
ing caretaker, found $65,300 in a pile 


(Continued on page 8) 
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St. Maurice 


(Continued from page 1) 


scrolls have been placed on all the 
barracks of the training regiment. 
They bear the inscription: 


We live, fight and die for God, 
Country and St. Maurice. 


Col. Sibert has arranged for the 
officers’ club at the post to be named 
with conspicuous sign—St. Maurice 
Club. And the gymnasium? You 
guessed it—St. Maurice Gym. 


Men Strongly Protest 


What brought the seething pro- 
tests to a head was a full-dress Roman 
Catholic mass for St. Maurice, staged 
outdoors on the field. At this denom- 
inational service the “Trainee of the 
Month” and other prize winners re- 
ceived their St. Maurice awards. This 
evoked strong objection from Col. 
Sibert’s three subordinates who could 
not see why the whole infantry train- 
ing program should be oriented to- 
ward the glorification of the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

When a protest was lodged in the 
office of General Tobey, chief of chap- 
lains, he dispatched Chaplain W. R. 
Fitzgerald (a Roman Catholic) and 
also the 5th Army chaplain to inves- 
tigate the trouble. They reported that 
the program was causing great dis- 
satisfaction at the post and recom- 
mended that it be terminated at once. 

A protest was lodged with Neil H. 
McElroy, Secretary of Defense, by 
POAU. The protest reminded the 
secretary of the trouble the sectarian 


(Continued on page 6) 





Meet the Press, 
Oct. 26, 1958 


Luke P. Carroll and Mrs. Eleanor Roose- 
velt 


Mr. Carroll: Mrs. Roosevelt, a Gallup 
Poll survey shows there’s a great de- 
cline in prejudice in politics and that 
the figures are that 68% of the peo- 
ple in the U. S. would vote for a Cath- 
olic if he were nominated by their 
party. . . . Do you think that (this) 
will occur in the near future? 

Mrs. Roosevelt: | doubt if (this will) 
occur in the near future. . . . The first 
Catholic that is elected | hope will be 
strong enough so that if the question 
should arise of the difference between 
church and state he can really act apart 
from the religious basis. 

Mr. Carroll: You don’t expect that in 
1960, | gather? 

Mrs. Roosevelt: Well, | should doubt 
it, but I’m no judge of that. 
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DRAFTED SAINTS 





Due to heavy demand, no medal of St. Maurice was available in Washington for this pic- 
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ture. Here, however, are four of his associates in the military: Saints Christopher, Michael, 


Barbara and Patrick. 





Emeralds 
In Manhattan 


They didn’t think too much about 
it in New York’s Roman Catholic 
school of St. Helena’s parish when a 
child passed around live bullets to 
about 30 junior-high pupils. But when 
this same boy came riding to school 
one day with a machine gun slung 
across the handlebars of his bicycle, 
they thought they better look into it. 

The well-armed child turned out to 
be Patrick Barrett, one of 11 belong- 
ing to a paper handler named Henry 
Barrett. Barrett had come here from 
the ould sod some years ago. But in 
his new-found freedom he had not 
forgotten his brethren suffering un- 
der the hard heel of British tyranny. 
He had been making his home an ar- 
senal for these mistreated victims so 
that they could have the wherewithal 
to shoot up police stations and stage 
“raids” across the border. In between 
deliveries the children played cops 
and robbers. 


It was not that Barrett got caught 
which was his bitter pill. What really 
coated the pellet with gall was the fact 
that he was run in by an Irish-Amer- 
ican policeman who so far forgot his 
heritage as to come barging into Bar- 
rett’s home. The unthinking one found 
there two 20 mm. cannons labelled 
“Canadian power mowers,” a 60 mm. 
mortar, a 50 caliber machine gun, and 
several cases of ammunition. In final 
effrontery the policeman haled Barrett 
to court where he was charged under 
something called the Sullivan law. 

Barrett got a good lawyer, though. 
He got Paul O’Dwyer, brother of the 
former mayor. Shaking his legalistic 
mane, O’Dwyer told the judge it was 
“no crime” to help people “fighting 
for freedom” and that “I cannot con- 
ceive of an American court or jury 
finding a man guilty whose only crime 
is assisting the fight for the liberation 
of British occupied areas.” 

The moral—don’t let your child 
ride his bicycle to school with a ma- 
chine gun on the handlebars. 


+ 











Papal Election Spectacle 
Dominates American Press 


The high pressure publicity program which kept the death of Pope Pius 
XII and the election of his successor on the front pages and the back pages for 
weeks on end, is largely the achievement of Father John E. Kelly, director 
of the National Catholic Welfare Conference Information Service. 


Some indication of the way Fr. 
Kelly works can be gathered from his 
own description in the August, 1958 
issue of Catholic Building and Main- 
tenance Magazine. Father Kelly ex- 
plained in this piece that his church 
has 55 American “public relations 
offices” now operating. He advocated 
“big business techniques.” He cited 
the successes of his promotion men in 
such enterprises as the “radio and 
television programs of Bishop Sheen, 
the Family Rosary Crusade, and the 
Christopher Program of Father James 
Keller. 

Fr. Kelly boasted especially of his 
handling of the Cardinal Stritch story, 
from the first word of the Curia ap- 
pointment to the thank-you letters 
to traffic officials after the funeral. 
But all this paled to inconsequence 
in the light of the achievements Fr. 
Kelly and his 55 offices have since re- 
corded in publicizing the demise of 
Pius XII and the election of John 
XXIII. 


The Show Goes On 


Little of the sacred was held sacred. 
During the Pope’s last illness a radio 
broadcasting studio was set up on a 
24-hour basis in the room immediately 
adjacent to the Pontiff’s death cham- 
ber. An announcer would go to the 
door of the Pope’s room, then return 
to the microphone to report his death 
agonies to an audience of millions. 

Accredited correspondents and pho- 
tographers for the papal coronation 
numbered 735. Over 300 cameramen 
were at work inside the basilica dur- 
ing the religious ceremony. The death 
and funeral of the Pope and the se- 
lection of his successor constituted the 





Quote of the Month 


M. Vandervelde, member of the Bel- 
gian Parliament, addressing that body 
in 1914, on the occasion of the voting 
of important financial advantages to 
Roman Catholic schools: 

“Your work is about finished, Masters 
of the State and Servants of the Church 
. . -« Henceforth there will be only two 
kinds of schools in Belgium; the church 
schools paid by the state, and the state 
schools dominated by the Church.” 














most widely reported event in reli- 
gious history. These events sated the 
American press for weeks. All was 
confectionery panegyric. There was 
neither limit nor restraint. 

Almost in relief some papers printed 
the sardonic comment of the Church 
of England newspaper which dared 
to point up an obvious doubt about 
the election of a 77-year-old man to 
such an exacting post. The paper de- 
clared: 

“Now, after all the play acting, 
a new Pope has been chosen . . . an 
old man long past the reasonable age 
of retirement. If the choice of a man 
on the verge of decrepitude were pre- 
meditated, it is feeble and thoroughly 
discreditable. Were such a man ap- 
pointed to higher office in the Church 
of England, we know well what would 
be said. ... 

“Unfortunately (the cardinals’) 
antiquarian tactics tend to spread the 
circus atmosphere over the whole of 
Christianity, as well as their own 
Church. The millions who read the 
massive headlines are for the most 
part not in the least interested in 
whether the new Pope will be good, 
bad, or mediocre. It is the comedy 
that fascinates them, not the faith.” 


St. Maurice 


(Continued from page 5) 


St. Maurice program had caused at 
Ft. Benning. The protest hinted at 
possible military discipline for Col. 
Sibert. It said: “It is our feeling that 
any attempt by senior officers to in- 
volve infantry men of all faiths in 
such a program (the St. Maurice pro- 
gram) would be in violation of the 
American principle of separation of 
church and state.” The General Com- 
mission on Chaplains registered a pro- 
test against use of government money 
and facilities for a program “which 
has spiritual value for one religious 
group only.” 


For All the Saints 


Meanwhile the movement to dedi- 
cate the U. S. armed forces to Roman 
Catholic saints sped into high gear. 
From Korea it was reported that the 
First Corps Artillery had officially 
named its camp, Camp St. Barbara. 
St. Barbara, it was explained, is the 
patron saint of the U. S. Artillery. One 
of the battalions has as its name, St. 
Barbara’s Own. 

Plans are also proceeding to ded- 
icate the U. S. Engineers to St. Pa- 
trick, as their patron saint, and the 
U. S. Paratroopers to St. Michael. St. 
Sebastian is celebrated as the patron 
saint of all men in the military. It is 
denied that these are Roman Cath- 
olic or “sectarian” programs. 
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CHURCH AND STATE 


““‘DEMO-CHRISTIAN” TREND 


The array of politicians of Roman 
Catholic faith who triumphed on the 
Democratic ticket last November has 
led Joseph Alsop, the columnist, to 
inquire whether a new “Demo-Chris- 
tian” party may be in the making. 
He actually connects the term with 
the Roman Catholic political parties 
—eight in number—which are now 
operative on the Continent, though 
he says the European context is dif- 
ferent. The Catholic parties abroad 
consistently work for larger subsidies 
to the church and are generally favor- 
able to clerical ambitions. 


Right Combination 


Alsop is fascinated by the success- 
ful combination of Catholic candi- 
dates and the Democratic party. Ap- 
parently all a man needed to win last 
November was a membership in the 
Roman Catholic Church and a place 
on the Democratic ticket. One with- 
out the other usually wasn’t enough. 
So Steinle lost in Wisconsin. He was 
a Catholic but he was running on the 
“wrong” (Republican) ticket. 

Hogan in New York was the 
“right” religion on the “‘right’’ ticket. 
He lost anyway, but Alsop argues 
that he polled 400,000 more votes 
than Harriman and that these were 
“Catholic votes.” 

The “Demo-Christian” victories 
were impressive. Kennedy was such 
an overwhelming success in Massa- 
chusetts that his opponent, Celeste, 
complained that he could not get his 
name in the papers unless he paid for 
it. There were Dodd in Connecticut, 
Hart in Michigan, Muskie in Maine, 
McCarthy in Minnesota all of whom 
proved the rule. Then the governors 
DiSalle in Ohio, McNichols, first Ro- 
man Catholic in history to be gov- 
ernor of Colorado, Lawrence, ditto in 
Pennsylvania, Brown, ditto in Cali- 
fornia. All are cited by Alsop as proof 
of the felicity of the combination. 


Church a Help? 


According to Alsop, the election 
demonstrates that the religion of a 
Roman Catholic is no disadvantage to 
him with any large sector of the vot- 
ing population, while it helps him with 
one large sector. 

His implication seems to be that a 
candidate of Roman Catholic faith 
would strengthen a national ticket in 
1960. The columnist’s other implica- 
tion is, apparently, that the Demo- 
cratic party may become another 
party of Catholic Action. This impli- 
cation he does not develop. 
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Still No. 1 
In Illinois 





Archbishop Albert G. Meyer 


Archbishop Meyer, newly ap- 
pointed Roman Catholic dignitary, 
who heads the archdiocese of Chicago, 
has been assigned license plate num- 
ber 1 for 1959. Archbishop Meyer’s 
predecessor, Cardinal Stritch, was as- 
signed number 1 from 1947 until his 
death in 1958. 


‘‘Lutheran’’ Story 
Apparent Fraud 


In the fall of 1958 the Lone Star 
Catholic and other Catholic papers 
published a news story ostensibly 
originating in Bonn which absolved 
the Roman Catholic Church from any 
responsibility in connection with Prot- 
estant persecutions in Colombia. The 
statements were supposed to have 
been issued by a group in Bonn called 
“The Lutheran Church Association of 
Colombia.” 

When POAU officials read the re- 
port they were amazed, since they 
were familiar with the official Lu- 
theran position regarding the perse- 
cution of Protestants in Colombia. 
Supposing the report might have orig- 
inated from some “rump” group call- 
ing itself Lutheran, they immediately 
called it to the attention of the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council. 

The Council named a committee to 
investigate the matter. A careful 
search by this group has failed to dis- 
close any valid source for the story. 
The committee’s report implies that 
the statement is a fraud. 

The report declares, for example, 
that the committee was unable to dis- 
cover any “Lutheran church officials” 
in Bonn who could have released such 
a statement. Neither has the commit- 
tee found any responsible Protestant 
organization in Germany that has is- 
sued such a statement. Moreover, 
painstaking search has failed to turn 
up any such agency as “The Lutheran 
Church Association of Colombia.” Ap- 
parently it does not exist. 

“Under these circumstances,” the 
report concluded, (we) must raise se- 
rious doubts as to the validity of the 
news story and voice regret that this 
information is being disseminated.” 
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of trash one Friday night just before 
sundown. He did not count it or take 
it to the poiice until his religious ob- 
ligation against manual labor expired 
at sundown on Saturday. 

o's 


The city of Graham, North Caro- 
lina, changed its mind about appeal- 
ing a decision discharging three men 
accused of illegal street preaching. In- 
stead, the Council repealed the ordi- 
nance under which they were charged. 
e@ @ 










At Schenectady, New York, a zon- 
ing board stopped construction of an 
addition to the First Dutch Reformed 
Church, calling it “detrimental” to 
property values and insisting that 
“the cancer of deterioration in the 
middle of cities must be checked.” 

* * * 


Principal Philip James of the 
Honey Hill School, Norwalk, Conn., 
was overruled when he directed that 
religious symbolism be ignored in 
Christmas programs. At East Islip, 
N.Y., Roman Catholic and Protestant 
clergy praised a policy statement by 
the Board of Education which said: 
“We shall continue an educational 
program which does not introduce 
into the public schools the teaching of 
sectarian religion, but which does pre- 
sent an explanation of the religions of 
the world. . . . We believe that holi- 
days such as Christmas demand rec- 
ognition in public schools.” 

* * * 


Texas Baptists adopted a resolution 
that “we must not imperil the struc- 
ture of the public school system either 
through attempts to avoid integration 
or through indifference or neglect.” 
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Protestants and Other Americans United for Separation 


Attend the 


11th NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
ON CHURCH AND STATE 


St. Louis, Mo. 
February 9-10, 1959 


CONFERENCE THEME: 
‘‘Church and State in a Free Society’’ 


Featuring: Dr. Harold Fey, Dr. Oswald C. J. Hoffman, Dr. 
Dick Houston Hall, Dr. Louie D. Newton, Glenn L. Archer, 
Dr. Roy L. Laurin, Bishop Eugene M. Frank and other out- 
standing personalities. 


Monday daytime sessions at Third Baptist Church, 620 North 
Grand Avenue. 


Monday evening and all Tuesday, Scottish Rite Cathedral, 3637 
Lindell Blvd. 


Two Great Rallies: Monday Night and Tuesday Night. 


REGISTER TODAY 


Send $1.00 to pre-register yourself, your pastor or a friend. 
Early registrants get reserved-section rally tickets, advance pro- 
gram and badge. (Either mailed or waiting at registration desk. ) 


Reservation Deadline: February 4 


But if you mail coupon below by January 23, you get FREE, 
‘Will a Roman Catholic Be President?’’ by C. Stanley Lowell, 
reprinted from Christian Herald. 


Second-Class Postage Paid at Washington, D. C. Conference Clerk 












Wothingna 6 D.G 


1633 Massachusetts Ave., N. W., Washington 6, D. C. ( ) Registration dollar enclosed 


Send me ( ) Monday luncheon tickets, 
$1.50 each. 
Send me ( ) Tuesday luncheon tickets, 
$1.50 each. 


( ) Send gift registrations to names 
attached, $1.00 each. 


$n. enclosed 


My Name Appears at Left 


_—- 
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1633 Messechusess Ava, NW. 
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